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C E N T R A L  Q U E S T I O N S

1. T O  W H AT  E X T E N T  A R E  C L I M AT I C  S T R E S S O R S ,  A N D  T H E I R  
I M PA C T S  O N  E C O S Y S T E M S ,  L I V E L I H O O D S  A N D  H A B I TA B I L I T Y ,  
A L R E A D Y  D R I V I N G  M I G R AT I O N  I N  R M I ?  

2. W H AT  A R E  T H E  I M PA C T S  O F  M I G R AT I O N  I N  S O U R C E  A N D  
D E S T I N AT I O N S  A R E A S ?  

3. H O W  D O  M I G R AT I O N  R E A S O N S  A N D  C O N S E Q U E N C E S  VA R Y  
A M O N G  D I F F E R E N T  ‘ C L U S T E R S ’  O F  R E S P O N D E N T S ?



RMI (March-April 2017) 
Majuro (capital)  
Maloelap Atoll  
Mejit Island 

S O U R C E  S T U D Y  S I T E S  ( N = 2 0 0 )



 
H A WA I ' I  ( J U LY- A U G  2 0 1 7 )   
O A H U  
B I G  I S L A N D   

C O N T I N E N TA L  U S  ( N O V  2 0 1 7 )  
O R E G O N  
WA S H I N G T O N

D E S T I N AT I O N  S T U D Y  S I T E S  ( N = 8 0 )



Participatory Research Approach (PRA) 









R M I  F I E L D  W O R K :  P R E L I M I N A R Y  
R E S U LT S

Concerned about climate change and sea level rise, but more 
as a future risk than as an acute current problem.  

Drought posed a bigger problem currently, affecting health 
and agricultural productivity. 

Respondents on outer islands were ‘unusually positive’ about 
external interventions (by government and NGOs), especially 
the provision of water tanks, reverse osmosis systems, and 
solar energy.



High out-migration confirmed: 
Over 95% of respondents had 
migrant siblings or children.  

Main drivers: employment, 
education, healthcare and 
curiosity/pull of American lifestyle.  

Low barriers to migration: No 
‘trapped population’. 

Respondents strongly resisted 
the idea that their islands would 
become uninhabitable in the 
future. “Don’t give up on us”. 

R M I  F I E L D  W O R K :  P R E L I M I N A RY  R E S U LT S





HAWAI I  &  OREGON STUDY

D E S T I N AT I O N  S TAT E S
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H A W A I ’ I  &  PA C I F I C  N O R T H W E S T:  P R E L I M I N A R Y  R E S U LT S  

P E R C E P T I O N  O F  C L I M AT E  C H A N G E  A N D  E X T R E M E  E V E N T S  I N  R M I

42.5 % : environmental factors 
influenced decision to migrate to 
Hawai’i/ Pacific NW 
 
95% : drought, king tides and heat 
waves (severely increasing in the last 
5-10 years) 

Ocean pollution and ocean health 

+ correlation: the lack of access to 
drinkable water & climate induced 
migration



P E R C E P T I O N  O F  C L I M AT E  C H A N G E  A F F E C T I N G  
F U T U R E  R E T U R N  T O  R M I

“…Climate change  was initially not a 
factor. We move for better education 
but now I could not return. I am 
terrified of living on the atolls when 
you can hear the ocean pounding the 
reef”



“…cultural preservation is problematised by climate 
change. Is returning to a means of living that supports 
farming, fishing and a healthy diet possible in the face 
of a vulnerable, salty environment?”



STATE  OF  WELL-BE ING /  SUCCESSFUL  MIGRATION



Jack Hall Housing Waipahu





N E X T  S T E P S :  

Information Sharing Workshops w/ RMI 
Community 

Maps: Correlation of HH Results and 
Ecosystem Services & Vulnerability 
Indices 

Published results expected before 
COP24  

More information: www.rmi-
migration.com

http://www.rmi-migration.com
http://www.rmi-migration.com






Behind the Veil: 
Climate Migration, State Shift, and New Theories of Justice 
[Forthcoming __ HARV. C.R.-C.L. L. REV. __ (Spring 2018)]  

Prof. Maxine Burkett
Credit: David Gray/Reuters


